
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 2012 
 

 
Coastline between Sardinia Bay and Schoenmakerskop, Port Elizabeth. Photo by Isolda ZS2IW. 

 
 

This Newsletter is published by the Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society 
P.O. Box 10402, LINTON GRANGE, 6015 

 
Editing by Eric ZS2ECH 

 
 

QSX-PE - Newsletter for the discerning Radio Ham 
 
 

Download QSX-PE from www.zs2pe.co.za/Newsletter/Newsletter.htm 
or www.commco.co.za/pears.htm  



QSX page 2 

PEARS Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday, 17

th
 of April, 7:30 pm 

at the Italian Sporting Club, Charlo, 17 Harold Road. 
Why not wear a name badge with your call sign to the meeting so that everyone can get to know each other. 

 

From The Chair: 
The next two months will be a busy one for the members of PEARS. We have the AGM, a supper evening and the 
Ironman all happening over that period. 

The main item on the agenda is the AGM which is set to take place on 19 May at the Italian Club. It is planned to 
have braai fires available for those who would like to socialise afterwards. It is also an ideal opportunity to bring out 
those items you would like to dispose off during the traditional Boot Sale. Please also give some thought to the 
composition of your committee for next year, either make yourself available or lobby other members to stand. 

Also planned is a supper evening on the 4th May. This is an Italian Evening, at the Italian Club, with a simple three 
course meal. The cost will be R70 per person, more than last time, but as the main course will be Lasagna, it is not 
possible to do it any cheaper. Please book with Clive, those who attended last time can vouch that it is a fun evening. 

The annual Ironman competition is coming up on 22 April and once again PEARS has been asked to assist with 
communications around the course. I have had a great response from members willing to help out so everything 
seems to be on track. One item of concern it the state of interference on 650, as this is our main repeater during the 
event it is critical to our operations. Chris is following up with ICASA who have identified the offending signal but 
have not yet been able to trace the source. If anyone has any information or ideas, please contact Chris ZS2AAW. 

If you recall, Rory ZS2BL kindly donated an SWR/PWR meter as a lucky draw prize for the VHF/UHF contest. This was 
drawn at the last General Meeting and was won by Johan ZS1I, Congratulations. Thanks to Rory for this kind gesture. 

Annual subs are due soon and the committee has decided not to increase the amount for the coming year. 
Membership therefore remains at R100 with Juniors and Spouses paying R30. 

That’s all for now, ‘’What are you going to do with your radio today?’’ 

73  Tony ZR2TX 

 

WRINKLY RAVERS 
The next regular monthly lunchtime meeting of the Wrinklies will take place on Thursday the 

5th April 2012 at the Cattle Baron, Sunridge Park Shopping Centre. You will only be excused if 

you have a "more" important appointment, or you do not have any wrinkles. Come join the 

folks for some tremendous company and fun, whether you have wrinkles or not. 

SEE YOU THERE!!!!! 

 

PAY YOUR LICENSE FOR 5 YEARS AND SAVE 

ICASA confirmed that when the amateur radio license is due for payment on 1 April radio amateurs will have the 
option of paying for 5 years saving the hassle of paying annually and saving on the fee. The annual fee is R120 but 
for R501 you can get the license for 5 years. Irrespective of what the ICASA invoice states, paying R501 will 
automatically renew your license for five years. There is however no refund should the person give up his license 
for whatever reason. 
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RESULTS - PEARS VHF / UHF CONTEST 20 - 22 January 2012 
National analog: 

Base Station 

Band Winner Score Runner-Up Score 

6m ZS1NAZ 63,666  ZS5Y 31,194  

4m ZS2OC 383      

2m ZS2I 26,456  ZS1CEV 14,896  

70cm ZS2OC 1,544  ZS2BK 1,234  

23cm ZS1LS 16      

     Field station 

Band Winner Score Runner-Up Score 

6m ZS2ABB 19,392  ZS2VDL 16,600  

4m ZS2BO 593  ZS2VDL 512  

2m ZS2VDL 63,014  ZS2BO 61,537  

70cm ZS2BO / ZS2VDL 4,416      

23cm ZS2ABB 182      

     Limited Category 

Band Winner Score Runner-Up Score 

6m ZS2E 1,982  ZS2U 1,878  

4m   
 

    

2m ZS2U 16,060  ZS2E 14,150  

70cm ZR2T 2,096  ZS2U 451  

23cm         

Regional Analog - Base Stations: 
Division 1 Division 2 

Band Winner Score Band Winner Score 

6m ZS1NAZ 63,666  6m ZS2OC 11,270  

4m   
 

4m ZS2OC 383  

2m ZS1I 26,456  2m ZS2OC 12,415  

70cm ZS1NAZ 94  70cm ZS2OC 1,544  

23cm ZS1LS 16  23cm     

      Division 3 Division 4 

Band Winner Score Band Winner Score 

6m ZS3SVD 820  6m ZS4VP 192  

4m   
 

4m     

2m   
 

2m ZS4VP 530  

70cm   
 

70cm ZS4VP 5  

23cm     23cm     

      Division 5 Division 6 

Band Winner Score Band Winner Score 

6m ZS5Y 31,194  6m ZS6A 15,804  

4m   
 

4m     

2m ZS5Y 13,044  2m ZU6MIC 4,587  

70cm   
 

70cm     

23cm     23cm     

Regional Analog - Field Stations: 
Division 2 

Band Winner Score 

6m ZS2ABB 19,392  

4m ZS2BO 593  

2m ZS2VDL 63,014  

70cm ZS2BO / ZS2VDL 4,416  

23cm ZS2ABB 182  
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National Digital: 
Base Station 

Band Winner Score Runner-Up Score 

6m ZS5Y 140,364  ZS1NAZ 129,388  

4m   
 

    

2m ZS5Y 31,716  ZS1LS 9,447  

70cm   
 

    

23cm         

 
Regional Digital – Base Stations: 

Division 1 Division 2 

Band Winner Score Band Winner  Score 

6m ZS1NAZ 129,388  6m ZS2ACP 75,110  

4m   
 

4m     

2m ZS1LS 3,149  2m ZS2BK 6,594  

70cm   
 

70cm     

23cm     23cm     

      Division 3 Division 4 

Band Winner Score Band Winner Score 

6m ZS3SVD 39,462  6m ZS4VP 17  

4m   
 

4m     

2m   
 

2m     

70cm   
 

70cm     

23cm     23cm     

      Division 5 Division 6 

Band Winner Score Band Winner Score 

6m ZS5Y 140,364  6m ZS6A 106,056  

4m   
 

4m     

2m ZS5Y 31,716  2m ZU6MIC 2,124  

70cm   
 

70cm     

23cm     23cm     

 
Longest Distance worked: 

Analog Digital 

Band From To Distance Band From To Distance 

6m ZS1NAZ  ZS6A  1,278  6m ZS1LS  ZS6NK  1,538  

4m ZS2BO / ZS2VDL  ZS2Q  88  4m       

2m ZS5Y  ZS6BUN  476  2m ZS1LS  ZS6BUN  1,268  

70cm ZS2BO / ZS2VDL  ZS2ECH  188  70cm       

23cm ZS2ABB  ZS2BL  52  23cm       

 
Notes: 
1. There were no Multi-Operator entrants. 
2. All 8 field stations were from the Eastern Cape. 
3. All limited period operators, three in all, were from the Eastern Cape. 
4. For the first time there was operation on the 23cm band. 
5. Analog logs received – 24, plus 1 checklog. 
6. Digital logs received – 11. 

 

PEARS CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE DUE 1ST OF APRIL 2012 
It is that time of the year again and club subscriptions are now due. R100 per 
member. Spouses pay R30 and students R30. Wifi fees are R150 per month.  
The Club's banking details are:  
Nedbank Savings; Account No: 221 252 7594; Branch Code 121217. 
When making a bank deposit please use your call sign as a reference. 

  



PEARS FUN CONTEST 
 

AIM:   An Event Aimed at Having Fun 
DATE:   26th May 2012 
TIME:   00:00 to 23:59 CAT 
BANDS AND MODES: All Bands and Modes 

 No repeaters to be used 
POWER:   Up to 400W 
ANTENNAS:  Any type 
EXCHANGE:  Callsign, Report (RST) and Serial Number 

(Starting at 001) 
CATEGORIES:  All Categories 
SCORING:  Only 1 QSO per station on each band and 

mode shall be allowed. 
  South Africa = 5 points, DX = 15 points 

LOGS:  Closing date for logs is 3
rd

 June 2012 
Logs to be submitted in Excel file, (example log 
will be available on the PEARS website 
www.zs2pe.co.za ) 

 
Submit logs to zs2ec[at]qsl.net or 

theunis.madeleine.potgieter[at]gmail.com    [at] = @ 

 
A certificate and fun prize will be awarded to the overall 
winner. 
 

THE VHF SPECTRUM AND ABOVE 

PROPAGATION OF RADIO WAVES 

Radio and light waves both travel at the same speed i.e. 
299 272 km per second, and differ only in frequency and 
wavelength. If unobstructed a radio wave will travel a short 
distance beyond the horizon before it leaves the Earth and 
disappears into space. It requires a form of propagation to 
refract or reflect it back to Earth and cover longer distances; 
this becomes possible with propagation in the Ionosphere 
and the Troposphere.  

IONOSPHERE 

The ionosphere consists of several layers of rarefied gases in 
the mesosphere, thermosphere and exosphere that have 
been ionized by the ultra violet rays from the Sun. The 
lowest layer is the D-layer, followed by the Kennelly-
Heaviside E-layer at 90 – 120 km a.s.l., and the night-time F-
layer at about 200 km. In the daytime the latter divides into 
two layers, F1 and F2 being the higher and located above 
400 km. Depending on the time of day and frequency, a 
given radio wave will be reflected back to Earth to provide 
DX communications, but if the frequency is too high then it 
will pass straight through the layers. The D and F layers were 
discovered by Prof. E, V. Appleton in 1924 after radio 
amateurs pioneered night-time DX via the F-layer and 
daylight DX via the F2 layer. 

TROPOSPHERE 

Tropospheric propagation was completely unknown until 
1934 when an Australian Ross Hull, Associate Editor of the 
ARRL, started to experiment on 5 metres (60 MHz). At the 

time 5 metres only covered a range of line-of-sight plus 
about ten per cent beyond the horizon. Hull who lived in 
West Hartford added a beam antenna to his “UHF” 
equipment, and conducted experiments with “UHF” hams in 
Boston some 160 km away. He was most surprised that on 
some days they could receive strong signals from each 
other, while on other days the signals would be inaudible. 
Ross Hull soon realized that the propagation was weather 
related and he discovered Tropo propagation. Today Tropo 
propagation on VHF and UHF can cover about 1500 km over 
land and at least 4000 km across the sea. 

METEOR SCATTER 

The Earth is bombarded daily by a dust storm consisting of 
an estimated 25 million micrometeors. When these under- 
dense meteors hit the upper atmosphere, they burn up and 
minute metal particles fall to Earth. Commercial groups such 
as MSC and MBC have been able to communicate 
throughout the day via these under-dense meteors except 
for a tapering off around sunset, while using very sensitive 
equipment between 47 MHz and 49 MHz. However, the 
Earth passes through annual over-dense meteor streams 
that can produce long visual trails during showers that can 
also reflect strong signals on VHF. This is the time when very 
long distance contacts can be made on 50 MHz SSB/FM or at 
reduced strength on 144 MHz, for periods from 30 seconds, 
and occasionally up to 2 or 3 minutes long. Efficient MS 
operation on analogue requires about 100 Watts into a 5 or 
6 element Yagi and a sensitive receiver. Digital MS 
communications can be done on meteor pings, needless ERP 
and can cover longer distances. 

Regards,  
Mike ZS2FM   
 

For disposal – ham retiring 
 

Yaesu FL1000 Power Amp (?) 
FR100B Rx 
FL200B Tx 
Heathkit Marauder Tx 
RAF Power Unit 234 HT and 6.3V 
Kenwood TS520S SSB transceiver 
Trio 9R-59 Rx 
National NC300 Rx with speaker 
Bush EBS41 Domestic MF/HF Rx 
Sony ICB300W 27 MHz Walkie/talkie x2 
Avo MkIV Valve tester 
Home-made “Bird” style VSWR meter with slugs. 
Many boxes of bits, valves etc. 
Also Planer, Compressor, Circular saw, Sander. 
All looking good, but not tested. 

Contact Gerald Neumann at 082 377 2174 or 041 368 8563 

####### 

“If money is your hope for independence you will never have 
it. The only real security that a man will have in this world is 
a reserve of knowledge, experience and ability” – Henry Ford 

  

mailto:theunis.madeleine.potgieter@gmail.com


HAMNET SIMULATED EMERGENCY  
CONTEST RESULTS - 4TH MARCH 2012 

Conditions were poor, which resulted in most contacts being 
made with nearby stations. Results are as follows: 

Winners: 

Stationary mobile ZS6ADY 

Portable ZR6LJK 

Base station ZS6FDX 

 

Scores: 

Single op, stationary 
mobile 

Single op, portable 

ZS6ADY 672 ZR6LJK 504 

ZS5J 460 ZS2U 468 

ZS4N 405 ZS6AGF 414 

  ZS6WBT 280 

 Base stations  

 ZS6FDX 1170  

 ZS4VP 1005  

 ZS6XT 975  

 ZS5PO 840  

 ZS6APT 600  

 ZR6NGB 428  

 ZS2J 152  

 ZS2EC 126  

 ZS1RAP 54  

73, Al Akers, ZS2U 
 

IMPORTANT LICENSE INFORMATION 

Approximately 1 700 call signs have been marked by ICASA 
as "lapsed". This is as a result of the substantial cleanup that 
ICASA undertook during the last year. This is a significant 
number of lapsed call signs and many Amateurs have 
sometimes unwittingly allowed their licences to lapse. You 
may well be affected. As an example there are 43 paid up 
members of the SARL who no longer have valid licences. 

For more information, you are urged to visit www.sarl.org.za 
where you will find more information and what to do. 
 

LED as a mains NEON 

Neon lamps that run too brightly usually don't last long as 
the glass blackens with electrode metal. To replace the neon 
does not cost much if you have a source of them. But to 
replace the whole thing for an LED with a bridge rectifier & a 

suitable mains capacitor & surge R is far more expensive..↓ 

The Neon has 80 V drop & to give reasonable brightness, 
1 mA is needed. Whereas the LED needs say 10 mA @ 1.5 V 
drop for the same sort of brightness as it is far more 
directional light source. 
With just a reverse protection diode & a R, the R needs to be 
many watts (5 W)! 50 Hz flicker. 
Adding a high voltage series diode in the arrangement 
halves the power, but will add DC component to the supply 
& also it may cause more QRM. 50 Hz flicker. 
Using a mains AC capacitor as the current dropper, due to 
it's impedance makes for a more efficient if complex 
arrangement, but still a spike current limiting R is needed as 
well. Using a bridge rectifier also doubles the current into 
the LED, making it more efficient. The C needs to be about 
0.15 uF @250 V AC with a surge R (fuse type) of say 1 k. 
100 Hz flicker. 
By G8MNY 
 

π 

 

The Pi output circuit (A, above) has practically supplanted its 
predecessor the parallel tuned circuit in modern day ham 
transmitters, and is so-called because of its resemblance to 
the 16

th
 letter of the Greek alphabet, π. The Collins Radio 

Company is generally given credit for first making extensive 
use of it and indeed it is still referred to in some quarters as 
the Collins coupler. The circuit can be redrawn as in B, 
above, to permit comparison with the more familiar parallel 
tuned circuit. 

"A" is the tuning capacitor and "B" the loading capacitor. 
With "B" at full capacity (minimum loading) the antenna 
connection point is practically at ground potential. With "B" 
toward minimum and "A" retuned to maintain resonance 
more and more power flows out the antenna as it is in effect 
disconnected from ground. . .. WφHKF 

Copied from “73 Amateur Radio” September 1961 
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The Three-Terminal Regulator - Multiple uses in one package. 
by E.R. Doubek N9RF. P.E. 

This article was copied from 73 Amateur Radio Today - January 1991 

Since the three-terminal voltage regulator was first developed 10 permit local voltage regulation, it has found a place in both 
commercial and home-built products. With improved regulation, the circuit designer doesn't have to run heavy power leads 
between the power supply and the load or design for remote sensing at the load. Not only does the three-terminal regulator do 
a nice job of regulating voltage, it also ensures a lower power supply impedance which helps to handle transient current spikes. 
See the table for a list of the most common, low-cost, and readily available three-terminal fixed and adjustable voltage 
regulators. 

Normally these regulators do not require additional components to generate a regulated voltage. The device is simply placed so 
its input terminal is connected to a source of voltage at least 2 volts above the regulator's rating as long as you don't exceed 
35 volts. At voltages above 35 volts, the unit may be destroyed. The output terminal delivers the voltage corresponding to the 
ratings shown in the table. The third terminal, GND, is a reference for the regulator. Normally a current under 10 mA flows in the 
GND lead. It may be connected to a reference voltage source, the output of 
another regulator or to ground. 

Advantages of the Regulator 

Figure 1 shows possible connections for different uses. If the regulator is located 
some distance from the power source, a 0.25 to 1.0 μF capacitor may be 
connected from me input terminal to ground. This improves transient response 
and helps prevent regulator instability. You can put a capacitor from 0.01 to 1.0 μF 
from the output terminal to ground to help control the spikes most logic circuits 
generate. Keep in mind that the source of input power must be capable of 
supplying a greater voltage than the output of the regulator under a load of at 
least 1.5 amps. The regulator is internally protected to prevent damage in case the 
unit becomes too hot or the load too high. 

Another reason for using three-terminal voltage regulators is that they protect 
against shorted components on a circuit board that could he damaged because of 
insufficient fusing and small printed circuit conductors. 

The LM317T voltage regulator, adjustable for voltages from 1.25 to 37 volts, 
requires a few external components. See Figure 5 for a typical circuit application. It 
has a line regulation of 0.01 %/volt and a load regulation of 0.1 %. The ripple 
reduction is typically about 80 dB, a significant figure. 

Regulating the Current 

By adding a resistor and the connection shown in Figure 2, the same fixed 
regulator can be used as a current regulator. With this circuit, you can calculate 
the value of the regulated current from this simple equation: R = V/I, where R is 
the value of the programming resistor, V is the value of the regulator voltage, 
and I is the value of the desired current level .With this circuit feeding a lamp 
load, the life of the bulb can be greatly increased, since the inrush current with 
a cold filament is limited. 

You can also use this circuit for battery charging, when you want to charge at a 
fixed rate regardless of the terminal voltage to the battery. 

This circuit has also been very successfully used as a stable bias source for 
transistor circuits and as a driver for LEDs. In many cases, the LED output is 
more easily controlled by regulating the current through the diode instead of 
controlling the voltage impressed across the diode. This difference may be 
especially important in circuits for battery operated infrared-emitting devices. 

If the resistor is adjustable, the circuit can nicely control the speed of a small DC 
motor (of the type often used in some instruments) without a large wattage 
series resistor. 

Charge a capacitor from a constant current source and the result is an 
interesting capacitor ramp generating circuit. The ramp is linear. 

You can also use this circuit to provide a constant current source for making a 
4-terminal resistance measurement. 
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If you cascade a current regulator and a voltage regulator, the current 
regulator acts as a very small value of resistance until all the current limit is 
reached. At values of current under the preset current limit, the voltage 
regulator simply operates normally. The combination of the two devices 
makes an excellent all-purpose power source offering the ultimate in 
flexibility and circuit protection. See Figure 3 for an example of how these 
two regulators may be cascaded. 

Handling Increased Current 

This circuit is a natural for the creative experimenter who needs a flexible 
power source for his experiments. The only thing to remember is that you 
cannot adjust the voltage to a value lower than the value of the regulator. 
This limitation, present in many commercially available supplies, is not a 
serious problem. 

In fact, you won't have any serious problems with these regulators as long 
as you remember to properly heat-sink them. I have seen these units 
paralleled in an effort to increase current capacity, but I don't recommend 
it. If they have a small resistor in series with the output of each unit, you 
can parallel them, but voltage regulation worsens, even though power is 
divided more equally. A much better way to handle the problem of 
increased current is shown in Figure 4. Use a series pass transistor in 
conjunction with the three-terminal regulator. 

Try a few experiments with these devices, and when you design them into your circuits, they will give your projects that little 
edge. 

Fixed and Adjustable Voltage Regulators 
LM317T  1.5 - 37 volts  1.5 amps 40 volts input max.* 
7805  5 volts   1.5 amps 35 volts input max. 
7812  12 volts  1.5 amps 35 volts input max. 
7815  15 volts  1.5 amps 35 volts input max. 
7824  24 volts  1.5 amps 40 volts input max. 
 
These regulators can be used over a temperature range of 0 to 70 degrees Celsius. The current ratings may vary, depending on 
manufacturer and degree of heat sinking. 
Other units available from suppliers cover voltages from 2 to 24 volts. 
* Input / output differential voltage limited to 40 volts max. The LM317T is an adjustable voltage regulator that requires a few 
external parts. See Figure 5. 
 

Erratum - Understanding MFJ analyzer readings 

In last month’s article on ‘Understanding MFJ analyser 
readings’ the equation in paragraph five had an error. The 
correct equation is: 

        (42 - 50)
2 

+ 32
2
 

ρ
2
 = -------------------- = 0,11  

        (42 + 50)
2 

+ 32
2
 

Thanks to Al ZS2U for spotting this. 
 

ZS2X 50 MHz BEACON HEARD IN FLORIDA 

Tim Joubert, ZS2X, who operates the 50 MHz beacon on his 
property, has received the following e-mail.  

"A few six metre ops in South Florida K4MM EL97 and 
KE4WBO EL96 heard a FSK beacon signal on 50,007 MHz this 
morning at 1300 UT on 23 February 2012, with antenna 
headings towards ZS. The FSK signal was severely distorted 
by propagation Doppler. Neither K4MM nor KE4WBO were 
able to identify the beacon message. I believe that the signal 
may have been ZS2X/b. We will continue monitoring 50,007 
MHz for more signals. 73 Terry Posey K4RX EM70." 

 

SPECIAL EVENT - W2E - Doomsday 2012 

The special event station W2E - Doomsday 2012 will be QRV 
from 2200z on 12/20/2012 thru 2400z on 12/22/2012. The 
event celebrates the end of the Mayan Calendar and what 
has been characterized in popular culture as Doomsday 
2012. The special 1x1 Call - W2E is short for "World 2 End" 
Special event operators will be making QSOs on the 
following frequencies, plus or minus: 3.866 MHz, 7.266 MHz, 
14.266 MHz, 21.366 MHz, and 28.366 MHz. Special 
emergency power has been arranged in the event 
commercial power connections are inexplicably terminated. 
Also, 7.266 MHz will be manned using a vintage Hallicrafters 
transmitter and receiver should solid state transceivers 
become non-functioning.  
Dennis M. Barrett, J.D., Ph.D. / N4ECW W2E Special Event 
Coordinator 
 

PEARS supper 4 May 2012 

An Italian supper evening is planned for the 4th May at the 
Italian club, with a simple three course meal - the main 
course will be Lasagna. The cost will be R70 per person - 
please book with Clive. 
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Sunday Bulletins 
PEARS bulletins are transmitted on Sundays immediately 
after the SARL English transmission, i.e. at about 08:30 on 
7098 kHz as well as the 2 metre linked network that 
provides from Butterworth to George and up to the Free 
State and their environs. PEARS 7098 or 3640 kHz 
transceiver facilities are also remotely linked as needed. In 
addition, the SARL's 40 m operations on 7082 or 7066 kHz 
or Hamnet's 7070 kHz can be remotely patched to the 2 m 
network in receive only mode or with full transceive 
capability for interactive events.  
A recorded rebroadcast of the bulletin takes place on the 
Eastern Cape Linked Repeater Network every Monday night 
at 20h00 courtesy of various volunteers who rotate this 
duty. 

Bulletin Roster 
1 April Glen ZS2GV 

8 April Beavan ZS2RL 

15 April Clive  ZS2RT 

22 April Bill ZS2ABZ 

29 April Chris ZS2AAW 

6 May Al ZS2U 

13 May Theunis ZS2EC 

The bulletin readers are always 
looking for something to 

announce. If you have 
something to contribute, please 

forward it to the next reader. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

BIRTHDAYS – April 

01 Rosalee van Loggerenberg ZS2DN, XYL of 
Donovan ZS2DL 

01 Joan Jackson, XYL of Barry ZS2H 
02 Jarrad Brown ZR2JAB 
03 Theunis Potgieter ZS2EC 
04 Barbara Hickson, XYL of Bill ZS2BIL 
05 Re Martin, XYL of Saney ZR1S 
05 Willie Bosch ZU2W 
05 Mike Jones ZS2MJ 
10 Neels du Plessis ZS2ND 
11 Ruth Stasiak ZR2RS 
11 Adel Baumeister, XYL of Shaun 
13 Lizette Oelofse, XYL of Nico ZS4N 
13 Graham Butcher ZS2GIB 
16 Hans Rohwer ZR2AX 
19 Conrad Human ZS2HUM 
20 Trevor Scarr ZS2AE 

22 Marge van Loggerenberg, XYL of Jim ZS2LR 
22 Allan Bowles ZS2BO 23 Werner Fourie 
24 Deidre Allen, XYL of Tony ZR2TX 
28 Chantelle Ashworth, XYL of Richard ZS2RA 
28 Christopher Scarr ZS2AAW 
30 Louis Jordaan ZS2EN 

ANNIVERSARIES – April 

04 Vanessa and Glen Cummings ZS2GV 
06 Cathy and Wolf Gerstle ZS2WG 
08 Colette ZS2CR and Mitch Rundle ZS2DK 
09 Charmaine and Otto Van Rooyen ZS2Q 
17 Lisa and Grant Currin ZR2GEC 
22 Billie and Trefor Lloyd ZR2MCL 
23 Patsy ZR2PTY and Neels Kruger 
28 Elsabe and Louis Jordaan ZS2EN 

If you are a member and your birthday or 
anniversary details are omitted or incorrect, 
please notify Clive ZS2RT (or any committee 

member) to update our records. 
 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
5 April 80 m QSO Party 

7 April RaDAR Contest 

7 – 8 April Japan International DX Contest 

14 April SARL Autumn QRP Contest 

14 – 15 April Yuri Gagarin DX Contest 

17 April PEARS monthly meeting 

22 April Spec-Savers IRONMAN South Africa Triathlon 

28 April  Worldwide EME Contest 

4 May PEARS supper at the Italian Club 

6 May ZS3 Sprint 

26 May PEARS Fun Contest 

“Thinking is the hardest work there is, which is probably the reason so few engage in it.” ― Henry Ford   
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Your Society’s Committee for 2011/2012 
Chairman, Events organising Tony Allen ZR2TX 082 956 2920 tony.zr2tx[at]gmail.com 
Vice Chairman, 
Technical/repeaters 

Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082 411 2743 glen[at]peham.co.za 

Secretary, Events organising Beavan Gwilt 041 368 8810 bgwilt[at]iburst.co.za 
Treasurer Clive Fife ZS2RT 041 367 3203 clive[at]peham.co.za 
Social, Meetings, Catering Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ 041 581 2580 zs2abz[at]isat.co.za 
Public Relations Johannes Geldenhuys 

ZS2JO 
O82 320 3032 Johannes[at]s4.co.za 

Contests, Awards Al Akers ZS2U 041 360 2983  
QSX Distribution, Contests, 
Awards 

Theunis Potgieter 
ZS2EC 

082 766 8830 zs2ec[at]qsl.net 

Technical/repeaters, WiFi, 
Web 

Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 082 925 6367 christopher[at]peham.co.za 

CO-OPTED POSTS 
RAE Examination Admin. Donovan ZS2DL 082 852 4885 zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za 
Assessors Rory ZS2BL 

Chris ZS2AAW 
Donovan ZS2DL 
Bill ZS2ABZ 

072 026 8909 
082 925 6367 
082 852 4885 
041 581 2580 

rory[at]commco.co.za 
christopher[at]peham.co.za 
zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za 
zs2abz[at]isat.co.za 

Contest Committee Al ZS2U 
Theunis ZS2EC 
Mike ZS2FM 

041 360 2983 
082 766 8830 
084 612 9600 

contest[at]peham.co.za 
 
mcbosch[at]webafrica.org.za 

QSX Editor Eric Hosten ZS2ECH 072 8414 693 qsx[at]peham.co.za 

Replace [at] with @ when you want to send an email (this is done to try to prevent spamming). 

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services 

Local Repeaters: 
These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area. 

Town VHF 
145,050/650 

Town UHF 
431,050/438,650 

Uitenhage 
145,075/675 

Tygerhoek 
145,000/600 

Longmore 
145,025/625 

Cape Linked System Repeaters: 
These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, in conjunction with the Border, Southern Cape and 

WCRWG systems. See www.zs2pe.co.za/Repeaters/repeaters.htm for more details. 
Lady's Slipper 
145,100/700 

Grahamstown 
145,150/750 

Cradock 
145,050/650 

Noupoort 
438,750 / 438,675 

Colesberg 
431,075/438,675 

Kareedouw 
145,127/725 

Plett 
145,175/775 

Brenton 
145,075/675 

Packet network: 
ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node 

Lady’s Slipper 
10,151 LSB 300bd APRS 

144,800 1200bd 
438,275 1200bd (FWD) 

434,875 9600bd 
434,800 1200bd APRS 
Cape Linked System 

ZS0NTP BBS 
Lady’s Slipper 

On all node frequencies 

ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node 
Grahamstown 

144,800 1200bd 
434,800 1200bd (FWD) 

439,850 9600bd 

ZS0CDK-2 Digi 
Cradock 

144,800 1200bd 

ZS0KDJ APRS Digi 
Mount Road 

434,800 1200bd 

ZS0KDB APRS Digi 
Longmore 

434,800 1200bd 

ZS2ABZ-4 
WMR918 WX Station 

144,625 1200bd 

VHF Beacon: 50,006 MHz FSK – ZS2X, 25 Watts into 2 element Yagi beaming north. 

Banking details (for subs & donations): NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT No. 221 252 7594, Bank 
code 121217, A/C name: Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society. Please use call signs as a reference. 
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IF NOT DELIVERED 
RETURN TO 

 
Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society 

PO Box 10402 
LINTON GRANGE 

6015 

 
AMATEUR RADIO is the hobby for RADIO EXPERIMENTERS 

and those who like to fiddle with ELECTRONICS, 
COMMUNICATIONS or COMPUTERS 


